
 

Opening Prayer

WWW.PETERPAULTAMPA.COM 
6201 Sheldon Rd. Tampa, Fl, 33615 

Weekend Mass: Saturday Vigil 6:00pm / Sunday11 :30 am 

August - September 2026

Saints  Peter  & Paul  
Maronite  Cathol ic  Church

O Lord Jesus  Christ ,  our  King and
Savior,  as  we enter  into  the

peaceful  days  of  October  and
journey within  the  weeks

fol lowing the  Exaltat ion of  the
Holy  Cross,  we l i f t  our  hearts  to

you.  You stretched out  your
arms on the  wood of  the  cross  to

redeem the  world  and draw al l
people  to  yourself .Look with

favor  upon our  community
gathered here  today.  Through
the powerful  intercession of

your Holy  Mother,  the  Blessed
Virgin  Mary—whom we honor
this  month—enfold  us  in  your

pure l ight  and protect  us  from
all  evi l .  Guide  our  steps,  quiet
our  minds,  and f i l l  our  spir i ts
with  your  div ine  grace so  that

our  work,  our  famil ies,  and our
l ives  may become a  true hymn of

praise  to  your  name.To you be
glory and thanksgiv ing,  and to

your almighty  Father,  and to
your Holy  Spir i t ,  now and

forever.  Amen.
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On October  4,  the  Church
celebrates  the  feast  of  Saint
Francis  of  Assis i ,  one of  the

most  beloved saints  i n
Christ ian history.  Saint

Francis  left  behind wealth
and comfort  to  fol low Christ

with  a  heart  of  s impl ic i ty,
humil i ty,  poverty,  and joy.
His  spir i tual i ty  was deeply

centered on Jesus—
especial ly  Christ  poor,

humble,  and crucif ied.  He
saw God’ s  goodness  in  every

person,  part icularly  the  poor
and forgotten,  and

recognized al l  creat ion as  a
beaut iful  ref lect ion of  i ts

Creator.  Saint  Francis
reminds us  that  true

richness  is  not  found in  what
we possess,  but  in  how

deeply  we love  God,  serve
others,  forgive,  and become

instruments  of  His  peace.
May his  intercession help  us
l ive  the  Gospel  not  only  with
our  words,  but  through our

dai ly  l ives.

Saint Francis of Assisi –
October 4



On October  22,  we joyful ly  celebrate  the  feast  of  Saint
John Paul  I I ,  a  beloved shepherd who touched the  hearts
of  mi l l ions  with  his  warmth,  courage,  and deep love  for

Jesus  Christ .  His  spir i tual i ty  was rooted in  prayer,
devot ion to  the  Blessed Mother,  love  for  the  Eucharist ,

and complete  trust  in  God.  His  motto,  Totus  Tuus
—“Total ly  Yours”—expressed his  desire  to  g ive  his  whole

l i fe  to  Christ  through Mary.

Throughout  h is  l i fe,  Saint  John Paul  I I  t irelessly
defended the  dignity  of  every human person,

strengthened famil ies,  reached out  to  people  of
different  cultures  and fai ths,  and carried a  message of
peace and hope throughout  the  world.  He had a  special

love  for  young people  and establ ished World  Youth Day,
encouraging new generat ions  to  discover  the  joy  of

fol lowing Christ .  Even during i l lness  and suffering,  he
remained fai thful  to  h is  mission and showed us  how to

carry the  Cross  with  dignity  and hope.

His  words st i l l  speak to  each of  us  today:  “Do not  be
afraid.  Open wide the  doors  to  Christ ! ”  As  a  parish

family,  may we take these  words to  heart .  May Saint
John Paul  I I  help  us  open our  homes,  our  famil ies,  and

our hearts  more ful ly  to  Jesus  and inspire  us  to  l ive  our
Cathol ic  fai th  with  joy,  courage,  and love.

Saint John Paul II – “Do
Not Be Afraid!”



A Historic Papal Visit to
France

The recent  v i s i t  of  Pope Leo XIV  to  France was more than a
papal  j ourney—i t  was a  beaut i ful  and hi stori c  moment  of
fai th  for  the  Church and for  Europe.  Duri ng hi s  v i s i t ,  the

Hol y  Father  entered the  restored Notre-Dame Cathedral  i n
Pari s,  becomi ng the  f i rst  pope to  v i s i t  th i s  bel oved

cathedral  s i nce  i ts  reopeni ng after  the  devastat i ng  2019
fi re.  He was wel comed by enormous crowds,  a  powerful

remi nder  that  even i n  an i ncreasi ngl y  secul ar  soci ety,  the
desi re  for  fai th,  hope,  and God remai ns  al i ve  i n  many

hearts.

The Hol y  Father  al so  travel ed to  Lourdes,  where he  prayed
at  the  Grotto  of  Massabi el le  and entrusted the  Church,  the

si ck,  fami l i es,  and those who suffer  to  the  maternal  care  of
the  Bl essed Vi rgi n  Mary.  Hi s  j ourney also  carri ed a  message
beyond France:  he  spoke about  peace,  human di gni ty,  uni ty,

and Europe’ s  Chri st i an heri tage,  i nvi t i ng  peopl e  not  to
forget  the  spi r i tual  roots  that  have shaped thei r  h istory.

Perhaps the  most  beaut i ful  i mage of  th is  h i stori c  v i s i t  was
seei ng hundreds of  thousands of  peopl e  gatheri ng around

the Pope i n  prayer  and fai th.  Hi s  presence remi nded us  that
the  Church i s  st i l l  a l i ve,  st i l l  wal ki ng wi th  her  peopl e,  and
st i l l  cal l ed  to  br i ng Chri st  i nto  the  heart  of  our  world.  May
thi s  v i s i t  renew i n  al l  of  us  a  s i mple  convict i on:  our  world

st i l l  needs Chri st ,  and each of  us  i s  cal led  to  carry Hi s  hope
wherever  we go.



A Historic Papal Visit to France



Memorial  Mass  for  Dory
Kamil  Chamoun

The Lebanese Chi ldren
Foundation wi l l  offer  the  Div ine

Liturgy for  the  repose of  the
soul  of  the  late  Dory Chamoun,

President  of  Lebanon’s  Nat ional
Liberal  Party  (Al-Ahrar),  on
Sunday,  October  11 ,  at  11 :30

AM.

We invite  our  parishioners  and
friends to  jo in  us  in  prayer,
asking the  Lord to  grant  h im

eternal  rest  and to  br ing
consolat ion and peace to  his

family  and loved ones.

“Eternal  rest  grant  unto  him,  O
Lord,  and let  perpetual  l ight

shine  upon him.”

Memorial Mass 



40 day Memorial  Mass  for
Charles  Ferzl i

The 40-Day Memorial  Mass  for
the  repose of  the  soul  of  the
late  Charles  Ferzl i ,  beloved

brother  of  Georges  Ferzl i ,  wi l l
be  offered on Sunday,  October

18,  at  11 :30 AM.

Fol lowing the  Div ine  L i turgy,
the  family  warmly invi tes

everyone to  jo in  them for  a
Mercy Meal  in  h is  loving

memory.

May the  Lord grant  Charles
eternal  rest  and welcome him
into  the  joy  and peace of  His

Kingdom.

I  am the  resurrect ion and the
l ife.”  — John 11 :25

Memorial Mass 





MYO
Growing in  Faith  and Service

On Saturday,  September 26,  our  MYO
gathered with  their  leaders,  Maryangel  and

Nicole,  for  a  beaut iful  t ime of  fai th,
fel lowship,  and planning.  As  we prepare for

our  upcoming Lebanese Food Fest ival ,  our
youth shared creat ive  ideas  about  how to

encourage others  to  part ic ipate,  volunteer,
and support  the  fest ival  through small

fundrais ing in i t iat ives.  Most  importantly,
during this  season of  the  Exaltat ion of  the

Holy  Cross,  they gathered in  prayer  before
the Cross,  remembering that  everything we

do begins  and ends with  Christ .  Their
meet ing was a  wonderful  reminder  that  our
young people  are  not  only  the  future  of  our

Church—they are  an important  part  of  i ts  l i fe
and mission today.  “Whatever  you do,  do

everything for  the  glory of  God.”  (1
Corinthians  10:31)  May the  Cross  of  Christ

always be  their  strength,  and may their
enthusiasm inspire  others  to  serve  with  the

same joy  and love.



MYO



Join  us  for  the  f irst  MSIC meet ing of  the  new season on
Tuesday,  October  6  at  7 :00 PM.

The Maronite  S isters  in  Christ  Sodal i ty  gathers  once a
month as  s isters  in  fai th  to  pray together,  meditate  on the

Word of  God,  grow spir i tual ly,  and serve  our  church
through i ts  ministr ies  and act iv i t ies.

Come share an evening of  fai th,  prayer,  fr iendship,  and
service.  Al l  women are  warmly welcome!

“For  where two or  three are  gathered in  my name,  I  am
there among them.”  — Matthew 18:20

Maronite Sisters in Christ
(MSIC) 



Saint Charbel Family 
Prayer,  Faith  & Heal ing

On September 22,  our  Saint
Charbel  Family  gathered in
prayer  with  Father  Kamal,

whi le  Father  Fady was away in
Lebanon.  Together,  they

offered a  special  devot ion to
Saint  Charbel ,  fol lowed by a

beaut iful  procession,
entrust ing  to  h is  intercession

al l  those  who are  s ick  and
suffering in  our  parish

community.  I t  was a  blessed
evening of  fai th,  hope,  and

prayer,  reminding us  that  no
one carries  the  burden of

i l lness  alone—we carry one
another  in  prayer  before  the

Lord.

Everyone is  warmly invi ted to
join  the  Saint  Charbel  Family

on the  22nd of  every month as
we gather  to  pray,  grow in

faith,  and seek the
intercession of  th is  beloved

saint .  Saint  Charbel ,  pray for
our  famil ies,  our  s ick,  and our

parish!



A New Season for Our
Children!

We are  excited to  begin  a  new
season of  fai th,  fr iendship,  and joy

for  our  chi ldren!  Our  f irst  MCF
gathering wi l l  be  on Saturday,

October  17  at  4:00 PM at  the  church.

Parents,  br ing your  chi ldren and
give  them the  opportunity  to  grow
closer  to  Jesus,  strengthen their

Cathol ic  fai th,  learn about  our
beaut iful  Maronite  tradit ion,  and

bui ld  last ing  fr iendships  with  other
chi ldren in  our  parish  family.

Bring your  kids,  br ing their  smiles,
and let  us  grow together  in  fai th!
“Let  the  chi ldren come to  me.”  —

Matthew 19:14





First Communion Parents &
Children Meeting

All  F irst  Communion parents  and chi ldren are
invited to  our  f irst  or ientat ion meet ing on

Sunday,  October  11  at  10:00 AM at  the
church.

This  meet ing wi l l  be  an important
opportunity  to  begin  our  journey together,
review the  F irst  Communion program,  and

help  our  chi ldren prepare spir i tual ly  for  this
beaut iful  sacrament.

We look forward to  seeing al l  our  famil ies!









Coffee Hour

October 5 - Matt & Lisa Gurnik

October 11 - Lebanese Children Foundation

October 18 - Ferzeli Family - Mercy Meal

October 25 - Adib & Lina Sfeir

Thank you so much to everyone who participated in
and helped make the coffee hour such a wonderful

gathering! May God Bless you all!


