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Weekend Mass Saturday Vigil 6:00 pm - Sunday 11 :30 am 

Eucharistic Adoration First Thursday of each month At 6:00 pm 
• 

- Baptism: By appointment,
on parent and one sponsor must be practicing
Catho1ics

- Confession: One hour before the Divine Liturgy.
At other times by appointment.

- First Holy Communion : Celebrated publicly once
a year . Please contact Father Fadi to sign up for
classes.

- Communion of the Sick:
Please let us know when a loved one is sick,
hospitalized, or homebound.

- Last rites: Please let us know immediately when a
loved one is gravely ill and in danger of death. Be sure
to provide for the spiritual needs of your loved ones.

- Mass intentions: If you would like to have a Mass
offered for your intentions or the intentions of a loved
one, living or deceased, please contact the Pastor
before two weeks at least .

Bulletin Committee: Father Fadi Rouhana, Mr. Elie Rouhana, Mrs. Daisy Raad, Mrs. Lina Sfeir, Mrs. Nesryn 
Dagher

Prayer Of the Month 

May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making our path easy,
But by making us sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from us,
But by taking fear from our heart;
Not by granting us unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping our face bright, even in the 
shadows;
Not by making our life always pleasant,
But by showing us when people and their causes 
need us most,
and by making us anxious to be there to help.
God's love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year 
ahead. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



The story of their veneration first appears in the ancient Acts of Saint Alexander, an early pope who died 
as a martyr in AD 115.  As he awaited his own execution, he received a visit from Quirinus, the 
nobleman who oversaw the prisons in Rome.  The man's daughter Balbina was desperately ill, and he 
had heard that Pope Alexander had the power to heal her.  She was completely cured when the pope 
touched her with his chains.  Balbina wanted to kiss the chains in gratitude — but Alexander instructed 
her to find the chains of St. Peter and honor them instead.
Balbina became a Christian — and, according to some accounts, a consecrated virgin — and she 
arranged for the construction of a shrine for St. Peter's fetters.  It would be rebuilt and moved and 
expanded through the centuries.
In scripture we find St. Peter imprisoned twice in Jerusalem.  Once he was jailed with the rest of the 
apostles and set free by an angel (Acts 5:17–25).  The second time, the authorities took no chances.  They 
assigned him two guards and bound him in his cell with double chains.  But, again, "an angel of the Lord 
appeared, and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter on the side and woke him. . . . And the chains 
fell off his hands" (Acts 12:7).
Once freed, Peter brought the Gospel first to Syrian Antioch and then to Rome.  In the imperial capital, 
during the reign of Nero, he was jailed briefly in the Mamertine Prison before suffering death by 
crucifixion.
The chains are today exposed for veneration in a gold and glass reliquary in the Basilica of San Pietro in 
Vincoli, on Rome's Oppian Hill, a church built in the fifth century during the reign of Leo the Great.

The Chains of St. Peter in Rome: 



Who is Saint Agnes ? 
St. Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD and raised in a Christian family. Agnes was very beautiful and belonged to a wealthy 
family. Her hand in marriage was highly sought after, and she had many high ranking men chasing after her. However, Agnes 
made a promise to God never to stain her purity. Her love for the Lord was great and she hated sin even more than death!
Whenever a man wished to marry Agnes, she would always say, "Jesus Christ is my only Spouse."
According to legend, the young men she turned away became so angry and insulted by her devotion to God and purity that they 
began to submit her name to authorities as a Christian follower. In one incident, Procop, the Governor's son, became very angry 
when she refused him. He tried to win her for his wife with rich gifts and promises, but the beautiful young girl kept saying, "I 
am already promised to the Lord of the Universe. He is more splendid than the sun and the stars, and He has said He will never 
leave me!" In great anger, Procop accused her of being a Christian and brought her to his father, the Governor. The Governor 
promised Agnes wonderful gifts if she would only deny God, but Agnes refused. He tried to change her mind by putting her in 
chains, but her lovely face shone with joy.
Next he sent her to a place of sin, but an Angel protected her. At last, she was condemned to death. Even the pagans cried to see 
such a young and beautiful girl going to death. Yet, Agnes was as happy as a bride on her wedding day. She did not pay attention 
to those who begged her to save herself. "I would offend my Spouse," she said, "if I were to try to please you. He chose me first 
and He shall have me!" Then she prayed and bowed her head for the death-stroke of the sword.
Other accounts of Agnes' life hold the Prefect Sempronius responsible for her martyrdom. It is said he condemned the young girl 
to be dragged through the streets naked. Some versions of the legend state that Agnes' hair grew instantly to cover her entire 
body and all the men who attempted to rape the beautiful virgin were immediately struck blind.
The stories go on to explain that another man presided over Agnes' trial after Sempronius excused himself. The new man 
sentenced Agnes to death. At first, Agnes was tied to a stake, but either the wood would not burn or the flames parted away from 
her. This prompted an officer to draw his sword and behead the girl. It is believed that her blood, which poured out to the 
stadium, was soaked up with cloths by Christians. She died a virgin-martyr at the age of 12 or 13 on 21 January 304. Agnes was 
buried beside the Via Nomentana in Rome. Her bones are currently conserved beneath the high altar in the church of 
Sant'Angese fuori le mura in Rome, which was built over the catacomb that held her tomb. Her skull is preserved in the church of 
Sant'Agnese in Agone in Rome's Piazza Navona. In 1858, Father Caspar Rehrl, an Austrian missionary founded the 
Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes. St. Agnes is widely known as the patron saint of young girls. She is also the patron saint of 
chastity, rape survivors and the Children of Mary. She is often represented with a lamb, the symbol of her virgin innocence, and 
a palm branch, like other martyrs. She is shown as a young girl in robes holding a palm branch with the lamb either at her feet or 
in her arms. Her feast day is celebrated on January 21. On her feast day, it is customary for two lambs to be brought in to be 
blessed by the pope. On Holy Thursday the lambs' wool is removed and woven into the pallium the pope gives to a newly 
consecrated archbishop as a sign of his power and union with the pope.



The MYA had a gathering to celebrate the 
Christmas season on December 18th. The meeting 
was held outside St. Charbel’s house, with a bonfire 
to keep everyone warm. It began with prayer and a 
reflection of the holy bible led by Abouna Fadi, and 
continued with games, dinner, and a white 
elephant exchange. It was a special night for all 
young adults to come together while celebrating 
the birth of Jesus Christ this Christmas season. The 
next MYA meeting will be held on Sunday January 
29th at 6pm. We invited all young adults ages 17 to 
35 to join us.

The Maronite Sisters In Christ 
The Maronite Sisters In Christ sodality met 
twice in the month of December for prayers 
and a small celebration of the newborn 
King. Their next meeting in the new year 
will be January 3rd at 7pm at the house of 
Lamice Ishak. All ladies of the parish are 
invited to join them in prayers and 
fellowship. For questions please 
call 813 9245296

MYA 



The MYO are planning a day adventure this 
upcoming Tuesday January 3rd. The day trip will 
consist of eating lunch all together at the church, 
taking a bus to travel to TreeHoppers, and zip 
lining there for a few hours.

MYO CCD
On December 17, the CCD class had their 
Christmas gathering to learn about and 
celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
They enjoyed a beautiful movie explaining 
the events around His birth, followed by a 
group discussion. They celebrated by making 
Christmas crafts, had a visit from a Balloon 
Twister, and a surprise visit from Santa!! Our 
next meeting will be at the end of January 
(date will be announced). Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year to you all!

! بیكفي إنك لبناني



01/ 2: Circumcision of Jesus (Holy Day 
of Obligation)
01/02: The Finding of Our Lord in the 
Temple.
01/5: Vigil of the Glorious Epiphany 
01/06: Feast of the Glorious Epiphany 
(Holy Day of Obligation)  
01/17 : Feast of Saint Anthony the Great. 
01/24 : Feast of Saint Francis De Sales, 
Doctor of the Church.
01/28 : Feast of Saint Ephrem the 
Syriac.
01/31 : Feast of Saint John Boco

_FEAST Days 

Coffee Hour: 

January 8th: Mr. Rabih & Mrs. Pascal Bouserhal 

January 15th: Mr. John & Mrs. Agnes Kassis 

January 22nd: Mr. Meled & Mrs. Nadin Hadad 

January 29th: Mr. Kamal & Mrs. Vivian Koury

Feast of the Glorious Epiphany:
Please join us to celebrate together the Divine 
Liturgy and the blessings of the water on the Eve 
of the Feast of the Glorious Epiphany and the 
Feast of the Baptism of Jesus by St. John the 
Baptist in the Jordan River, on Thursday, 
January 5th at 7:30PM , followed by a reception 
in the House of St. Charbel, to enjoy with one 
another the Maronite traditional food and 
pastries for the occasion such as zlabieh, 
ouaymett, maakroun, namoura, lebneh, olives 
and vegetables.
Many thanks to everyone who will be preparing 
the food.
Dayem Dayem.

Announcement

The baptism of the Lord reminds us, of our own baptism. 
The Church teaches that baptism not only lets us participate 
in Jesus’ victory over sin and death, but calls us to our own 
personal holiness and apostolate (sharing our faith). When 
you boil it all down, this is the essence of how we fulfill our 
baptismal mandate to become saints.
Who are the saints? The word “saint” derives from the Greek 
term hagios, which means “the holy ones.” Being a holy 
person just means being, with God’s considerable help, the 
person you were created to be.

The Bible says, “without holiness no one will see the 
Lord” (Heb. 12:14, NIV). This is also why we need to share 
our faith! If we want everyone we know and love to get to 
heaven, if we want them to see Jesus, they must become saints 
as well—no exceptions.

زالبیة عید الدنح
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